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cow-killing? In the second place, I venture to assure*the editor
that the appeal has had wonderful success in almost all the parts
of India. Is it a small matter that the burden of cow-protection
has been taken over almost entirely by the Mussulman workers?
Was it not a soul-stirring thing for Hindus to witness Messrs
Chotani and Khatri of Bombay rescuing hundreds of cows from
their co-religionists and presenting them to the grateful Hindus?
It is certainly true that both Maulana Mahomed Ali and I
are careful enough "not to tread on each other's corns". But for
frankness of treatment it would be difficult to bear us. For us
the unity is not "a house of cards" as the writer cruelly suggests,
but it is such a substantial fact that we would die to keep it in-
tact. Let me inform the reader that throughout all our journey-
ings there has never been a jar between us, never any mental
reservations. The cruellest cut however is given in the following
sentence:

Reading between the lines of their speeches, it is not difficult to see that
with one of them the sad plight of the KJailafat in distant Turkey is the
central fact, while with the other the attainment of swaraj here in India
is the primary object in view.

I claim that with us both the Khilafat is the central fact, with
Maulana Mahomed Ali because it is his religion, with me because
in laying down my life for the Khilafat I ensure the safety of the
cow, that is my religion, from the Mussulman knife. Both hold
swaraj equally dear because only by swaraj is the safety of our
respective faiths possible. This may seem a lower ideal. But there
is no concealment in it. For me the attainment of the Khilafat
through India's power is the attainment of swaraj. Love is the
basis of our friendship as it is of religion. I seek to gain Mussul-
man friendship by right of love. And if love persists even on the
part of one community, unity will become a settled fact in our
national life. It is unjust to suggest of Maulana Mahomed Ali
that he speaks in elegant Urdu ununderstandable of the majority
of Bengali Mussulmans. I know that he has been trying his best
to introduce into his Urdu speech as much simplicity as possible.
It is unfortunately true, that there are still Hindus and
Mussulmans who out of fear of one another consider foreign
domination a necessity. And that has not a little to do with the
delay in the attainment of our goal. We do not yet clearly per-
ceive that the possibility of a free fight between the two communi-
ties is a lesser evil than the existence of foreign domination. And
if it is the interposition of the British Government which keeps us